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isolated from the outside world, the clang of the tools
being the only sound breaking a silence so intense that it
could be. felt. Occasionally the news filtered through that
the implacable nomads roaming the sweltering plains had
swooped dowrn upon the camps and that a desperate hand-
to-hand struggle had been waged. Minute details were
not vouchsafed, for such incidents became so frequent as
to become monotonous.
Yet the authorities scarcely anticipated that these
marauders would wage such a relentless war against the
advance of the railway as did eventually come to pass.
Yet it was not surprising. The Bedouins realised that the
completion of the railway would bring their life of pillage
and murder to an end, and accordingly they challenged
every foot of its advance. Sometimes they won, massacred
the encampment, and destroyed the line for some distance;
at others they lost and were routed right and left. The
story of the Mahdi's opposition to the British penetration of
Egypt was repeated in Palestine and Arabia, only, if any-
thingj with more determined fury. The soldiers \vorked
with their arms beside them, and protected by a line of
guards thrown out some distance around the railhead.
The military commandant was given a free hand to keep
back the savage tribes in such a manner as he considered
expedient, in order to permit the engineers to lay the metals
as fast as possible, and without fear of being molested.
When the work was inaugurated the Turkish Government
appointed a strong man to the command of the protective
troops. It was a responsible and dangerous position, for
the authorities recognised from bitter experience the im-
placable fury of these tribesmen when fully roused. Field-
Marshal Kaisim Pasha was appointed to the military
directorship, and he proved the right man in the right
place. His reputation and grim determination to subdue
lawlessness were well known to the bandits, and the
Government hoped that his appointment to the protection
of the enterprise would strike terror into the hearts of the
Bedouins. But far from it. It appeared to urge them